
McGrady Financial Services Junior Cross Country Series 

Race 2 – Kilbroney  

 

Burren AC were delighted to host the second race of the series in Kilbroney Park, Rostrevor 

on Sunday 15th October.  168 young athletes competed on a warm, breezy day.  The rain 

threatened a few times but thankfully it held off throughout the event.  The ground was soft 

but not unduly wet.  There was great support for the competitors from the large group of 

parents, relatives, coaches, friends and family dogs. 

 

There were big numbers in the P4 girls and boys races, 35 in total.  In the P4 & Under Boys 

race, Darragh Crimmins from 3 Ways AC finished 1st, closely followed by Cillian McCarthy 

from Burren AC in 2nd place, and Ciaran Kelly from 3 Ways AC in 3rd place. Newcaste AC 

girls Erin Easton and Helen Barbour were 1st and 2nd in the girls’ race with Aoibheann 

McVeigh of East Down AC in 3rd. 

 

The 14 P5 girls ran a close and exciting race with Emma McEntee, Kari Foster and Carla 

Feehan making it Newcastle, East Down and 3 Ways in 1st , 2nd and 3rd.  Only 2 seconds 

separated Emma and Kari; and another 2 seconds between Carla and Blaithin Carraghar (3 

Ways). 

 

In the P5 Boys race 7 athletes competed with first place going to Alexander Robinson of East 

Down, followed by club mate Kieran Trainor and Daniel McGeown of Newcastle in 3rd. 

 

3 Ways club dominated the P6 Boys race with Daniel Carr, James McCann and Ciaran 

Wallace wiping out the opposition.  In the girls P6 race there was a spectacular finish when 

the first 3, Jodie Foster (East Down), Lyndsey Kelly (3 Ways) and Lily Rimmer (Dromore) 

crossed the line within 4 seconds. 

 

Dromore, East Down and 3 Ways clubs shared the top spots in the P7 Girls and Boys races. 

Ava Mehaffey, Emily Gabrielle Burns and Cara McQuade led the 13 girls home.  The club 

order was rearranged in the boys race with 3 Ways’ Tiernan O’Hare crossing the line one 

second ahead of Dromore’s Alex Watson, followed by East Down’s Oliver Robinson. 

 

There were only 8 boys in the year 8 race.  Jamie Wallace of 3 Ways was the clear winner, 

followed by Max Coyle of Burren and Newcastle’s Ethan McMullen.  In the girl’s race there 



was a clean sweep by the East Down girls led by Lauren Madine and followed by Anna 

Gardiner and Lucy Foster. 

 

In the Year 9 Girls race East Down’s Kirsti Foster had 20 seconds to spare over Newcastle’s 

Ciara Savage, closely followed by Dromore’s Kate McCartan.  Brian Watters (3 Ways) led the 

way in the Year 9 Boys race.  Mackenzie Murray (East Down) was 2nd and Ethan Mehaffey 

(Dromore) 3rd. 

 

The ten Year 10 Boys ran a very tactical race, staying in a bunch for the first few laps. Callum 

McDonagh (Burren) and George McBratney (East Down) then broke away from the group 

and battled it out until Callum edged away in the final 500m.  Newcastle’s Luka Kendall then 

crossed the line 3 seconds ahead of 3 Ways’ Ultan O’Callaghan. 

Newcastle AC were the only club represented in the Year 10 Girls race. Their finishing order 

was Lora Stevens, Alea Brannigan, Molly-Anne Priestley and Hannagh Carson.  All 4 girls ran 

a steady race, leaving 5 of the boys in their wake. 

 

There was a good turnout of year 11 and over athletes – 15 in total.  Eve Kenneally 

(Newcastle) looked strong as she led the girls race for a few laps but Rachel Collins 

(Dromore) notched up the pace to win with 9 seconds to spare. 3rd place went to Rebecca 

Magee of Dromore.  East Down AC took first and second slots in the boys race.  Matthew 

McGrattan was the clear winner, followed by Owen Edwards and then Christopher O’Neill of 

Newcastle AC. 

 

Congratulations and well done to everyone who took part.  Thanks to the parents for 

bringing the athletes and to all who gave of their time to help with the smooth running of 

the event.  Special thanks to Joe on timing, Sean on finish line, our starter (and sponsor) 

Philip, who was also on warm ups, Darragh and Pauline for admin and Adrienne for the 

biscuits. Thanks to the Burren AC lads for setting up the course and to the 3 Ways guys for 

helping dismantle it. A big thanks goes to Neal McCarthy for his great photos.  

 

Race 3 will be on Sunday 5th December at Dromore Leisure Centre.  See you all there. 

 

Deirdre Dunford & Brian Laverty 

Burren AC 


