McKee moves closer to Series Win at Millstone
By the Vikings

Unfortunately this year’s race was re-routed along the granite trail on its climb up Millstone following recent injuries to scores of runners along the contentious stretch of climb up to Drinneevar at the buzzard interface. Despite fresh talks with the buzzard residents association no breakthrough was possible and Jack O’Hare attempted to Judicially Review the Parades Commission’s ruling on Monday night.
From the interface runners went up the grass trail to where the Prophet was located at the Quarry. Never before has someone been so keen to volunteer to marshal at a particular place. This may have been due to the abandoned wheel barrow at the quarry which hasn’t been seen since Thursday night. Last seen putting something into the back of the van, the Prophet has been unavailable for comment.

At the front of the field Willie McKee led from start to finish with young Zak Hanna hot on his tail summiting in just under 25 minutes. Anthony Glover from Westbury Harriers was third to the top, however a poor descent saw him drop back to 8th place overall. Closely behind Glover was David Hicks chased by Barry McConville 42 seconds behind.

The race returned via its traditional route down to the Quarry, along the forest trails and down the firebreak. Well the first 120 competitors managed to get home safe and sound. Twenty breakaway runners led by Mark Robson in breach of the parade commissioner’s determination decided to return via a longer, but more runable route. The 20 defendants, aged from 18-60 all from different clubs claimed not to notice the three red arrows, police signs and loud speaker warnings and are due to be sentenced next month at Downpatrick Magistrates Court. There is no doubt that next year more stringent restrictions will be placed upon Robson than in previous years.

At the finish line, the results team were enjoying a scrumptious spread put on by Mark Knight. With honey and lemon tea along with a lemon Swiss roll it’s no wonder Frank Morgan is so keen to be at the finish line each and every evening.

McKee was the first to disrupt the picnic. He was the runaway winner in a time of 38:28, a time which only the first 126 climbers beat to the top. Well done to Mark Robson for being 126th to the top and 7 seconds safe! Zak Hanna finished strongly for a time only 8 seconds behind McKee. A strong descent by McConville saw him take 35 seconds back from Hicks as they reached Donard Park, however it wasn’t enough in a result which may come to have a big impact on the overall standings.

In the ladies race Diane Wilson was a clear winner in 27th place overall in a time of 45:07, over two minutes clear of Moire O’Sullivan in second place. O’Sullivan enjoyed a cat and mouse race with Shileen O’Kane from the top of Millstone to the finish with more overtaking than a formula one race. However O’Sullivan was too strong when they hit the tarmac after the firebreak and opened up a ten second gap by the finish.

This was Wilson’s fourth win of the series, ahead of Gillian Wasson’s three victories and Shileen O’Kane’s one. The series win is still available for all three athletes and there are numerous runners able to obtain third place overall.

In the mens section McKee is undoubtedly the favourite to win now with four race victories and one second place.  Zak Hanna is sitting comfortably behind with a win and a trio of second places. Some are asking is he the new Neil Carty? Barry McConville has a win and three third places compared to Hick’s second, third and two fourth places so far which will no doubt come down to the wire in Drinnahilly in three weeks time.

It was obvious to all in Donard Park that chivalry certainly isn’t dead. In a unanimous decision Gentleman of the Week Award goes to Davy Foster who noticed that Shileen O’Kane was behind him with three feet to go and not only let her not only cross the finish line first, but then carried a bottle of water over to her.

Fans at the finish line were extremely disappointed than Hen Kelly, despite turning up with his bib and inov8s ready to run, didn’t make the start line. There are unconfirmed reports that Hen was disappointed only to be scanned twice during the race, and as an avid viewer of Dale’s Supermarket Sweep he decided to skip the race and go to Tesco to go wild in the aisles and use the self checkout to get some extra scanning in before bed.

Fruitless in his pursuit of truth and justice, O’Hare didn’t weigh in despite promising to marshal. Sources close to O’Hare indicate he is sitting upstairs in his pub trying to figure out which mountain Donard is. On the topic of weighing in, Joe McCann unfortunately had to leave early to attend another weigh-in. Joe who like Conor McGregor has jumped up a weight category or three at recent brawls and is rumoured to be in negotiations with Dana White for UFC 200 following McGregor’s withdrawal. The UFC were apparently keen to attract another outspoken fighter and had heard of his ability to insult rivals and supporters. Before the heavyweight’s departure for Vegas, Pam has requested that Ronnie brings his toothbrush home from McCann’s house.
In the pub afterwards Wonderwall was commemorating his one year anniversary of joining the club with a dozen celebratory drinks. That’s one for every stone he lost in the last year. The mountains however still appear too tough for him as he appears to only do races rhyming with bun or fun and ending with run. Dave Fulcher appeared delighted with his Hill and Dale mug; hopefully he will pass it on to his daughter Laura as a wedding gift.
A word of thanks to all the marshals, all helpers, the mountain rescue, Pete Grant sweeping, the entry and finish team and to O’Hares pub for the food afterwards.
