
McGrady Financial Services Junior XC
2015/16 Prize giving evening
By "The Big Fella's Wee Sister"
Newcastle AC, East Down AC, Burren AC, Dromore AC and 3 Ways AC junior athletes gathered in The Lodge in Castlewellan for the annual prize giving evening for the ever popular McGrady Financial Services XC series.
The annual series of 5 races are held at various  locations around the local area: Tollymore Forest Park, Delamont Park, Kilbroney Park, Castlewellan Forest Park and Dromore Park.  Each race is hosted by each athletics club.  All of the cross country races are held on grass.  Each age category runs a different length and the age categories range from Primary 4 and under to Post Primary year 11 and over.  
The Road to Rio
Our key speaker for the evening was NAC's very own Kerry O'Flaherty.  So far Kerry has competed in The Commonwealth Games, The World Championships and her latest achievement is to have achieved the qualifying time for this year's Olympics in Rio.  Kerry gave a very informative and inspirational talk about her journey with running over the years. All of the upcoming athletes were inspired by this and given lots of motivation. 
Prize giving
Up next was PJ McCrickard, from race sponsors McGrady Financial Services, who was our MC for the evening.  The series is a team event with every runner clocking up valuable team points for their club.  Special trophies were awarded to the club with the most points for girls and boys in primary and post primary races.
Our individual athletes were also rewarded, everyone who completed 4 out of the 5 races received a trophy and a buff, which will come in handy on those cool training runs!  The 1st, 2nd and 3rd out of each age category were awarded with an additional trophy.  
Many of the young athletes started their athletics careers with this series.  Over time they have risen through the ranks to compete at Ulster, all Ireland and National level.  The improvement in confidence, training and stamina is clear to be seen.  We wish all of our athletes a very bright future! 
As usual the evening was a great success and we were delighted to see so many of our athletes attending with their families in tow! Our thanks go to PJ McCrickard, who kept us all smiling, to McGrady Financial Services who have been sponsoring the series since it began. Also to the fabulous duo Pauline and Gwenda who didn't fail in keeping everybody hydrated throughout the evening. Thanks to The Lodge in Castlewellan for having us and to all of the athletics clubs.   A final word of thanks to our seemingly inexhaustible coaches and volunteers and to everyone else who helped out throughout the winter months to make the series a success.
	P4 & Under Boys
	
	Year 8 Boys

	1st
	Leo Madine
	
	1st
	Odhran Hamilton

	2nd
	Kieran Trainor
	
	2nd
	Oisin Lennon

	3rd
	Niall McCauley
	
	2nd
	Ultan O'Callaghan

	P4 & Under Girls
	
	3rd
	Ronan McVeigh

	1st 
	Amy McCartan
	
	Year 8 Girls

	2nd
	Laura Hanna
	
	1st
	Caitilin Coffey

	3rd
	Phoebe McCreesh
	
	2nd
	Siofra McAteer

	3rd
	Rosa Donnelly
	
	3rd
	Olivia Hall

	P5 Boys
	
	Year 9 Boys

	1st
	Tiernan O'Hare
	
	1st
	Christopher Neill

	2nd
	Noah Sheridan
	
	Year 9 Girls

	2nd
	Oliver Robinson
	
	1st
	Aoife McGreevy

	3rd
	Donal Coffey
	
	2nd
	Eve Kenneally

	P5 Girls
	
	3rd
	Emer Matthews

	1st 
	Amy McCartan
	
	Year 10 Boys

	2nd
	Laura Hanna
	
	1st
	Adam McKibbin

	3rd
	Phoebe McCreesh
	
	2nd
	Oisin Coffey

	3rd
	Rosa Donnelly
	
	3rd
	Darragh Connolly

	P6 Boys
	
	Year 10 Girls

	1st
	Cathaoir King
	
	1st
	Edie Carroll

	2nd
	Eoin Cunningham
	
	2nd
	Hannah Gilliland

	3rd
	James McVeigh
	
	3rd
	Kiara Cairns

	P6 Girls
	
	Year 11+ Boys

	1st
	Lauren Madine
	
	1st
	Ethan Dunn

	2nd
	Anna Gardener
	
	2nd
	Adam Hilditch

	3rd
	Aoibheann Mynes
	
	3rd
	Jack Ferguson

	P7 Boys
	
	Year 11+ Girls

	1st
	Caolan O'Hare
	
	1st
	Aoife Cochrane

	2nd
	Brian Watters
	
	2nd
	Rachel Collins

	3rd
	Mackenzie Murray
	
	3rd
	Ella Carroll

	P7 Girls
	
	
	

	1st
	Lara McCarthy
	
	
	

	2nd
	Hannah Owens
	
	
	

	3rd
	Kate McCartan
	
	
	



