Bailey is First Past the Post on Polling Day!
An un-politically correct commentary on Hill & Dale Race 4 by Bogusboy
 
Binnian may be the shortest race in the Hill and Dale season, but this cheeky little devil of a climb is not to be underestimated! According to my Garmin the distance was 1.63 miles, but with 75% of the field taking more than 30 minutes to complete the distance, the severity of the climb is obvious. This week’s directors were messers McVeigh and King, two fine upstanding citizens who would be more than fit to represent constituents and address the nation should the need ever arise. While McVeigh was on the mountain top, ostensibly leaving King to run the show from the ground, it was clear from his many instructions before departing that he was the eminence grise. With conditions perfect, King imposed a sunset clause regarding kit, much to the happiness of the gathering masses. Equally impressive to the queueing hoards was the registration team. Usually staffed by hard faced grumpy intolerant and belligerent middle aged men (notwithstanding the occasions when the gentle and polite Mary Knight is part of the crew!), registration was on this occasion managed by three parachuted-in carpetbaggers.  Despite the fact that some racers enjoy the weekly mudslinging and muckraking, most were impressed by the smiling benevolent faces rather than the usual big stick diplomacy! Rita, Paulette and Debbie were so good that they will be invited back every Thursday to do this work!!! Once again the opinion polls proved unreliable – exit polls after Slieve Martin indicated an entry of 169; do they ever get it right?
 
Bailey lays down a marker in defence of his title
With Lynch resting up for the Annalong Horseshoe, the scene was set for a battle between Bailey, Annett and the vastly improved McKee, winner of the season opener in Castlewellan. While Bailey was undoubtedly the stalking horse, there were a few paper candidates – the runner formerly known as P being a case in point! Bailey proved up to the challenge and the defending champion was a worthy winner, with 12 seconds to spare over Annett who was continuing his welcome and long overdue return to H&D action. McKee, looking fast and lean after a winter of hard speed sessions, held on for third, Sam Herron had a typically excellent run for fourth and Sean Donnelly closed out the top 5 in his first race of the season. 
 
A new fable – the Hare and the Hen
A little further back there was a right battle royal developing and one that had been brewing all week.  Hen had ran conservatively on his leg of the marathon relay, costing the team vital places, to ensure he was ‘as fresh as a daisy’ for Thursday.  With the rumour that Carty was not running, Hen was buzzing and, visualising the category win, declared quicker than Sunderland South. Then it all went wrong.  No sooner had he handed over his 8 quid and pinned on his vest, when who should appear but Carty. Ok thought Hen, second is not bad when you are only place behind an athlete like Carty. What folly and naivety from such wise man. Then disaster struck again as O’Hare emerged, straight from SW brandishing his 2 stone sticker he had just earned. Buoyed on by this, O’Hare was bustling with energy and Hen’s grip on what appeared to be a ‘safe seat’ was turning into a gain for the opposition party! And so the two set off, Hen out in front, but with one eye looking down the mountain and O’Hare going at a more Conservative pace! Towards the stile the worst happened; after a little mild sparing the mean old Hare took off. Hen, not wanting to be the sacrificial lamb went after his nemesis and regained the initiative ahead of his adversary.  However, this was to prove political suicide as O’Hare kicked hard and recorded a monumental landslide victory by a Liberal 12 seconds. Magnanimous in defeat Hen is reported to have commented, ‘fair play to Jack, he deserved that and I am very happy for him.’ Well, it was something like that and perhaps one or two of the adjectives are lost in translation, but at least he didn’t SNaP (had to get them in however tenuously)! For O’Hare it was a case of ‘slimmer of the month’ becoming ‘runner of the week’ as he turned in an epic time.  Hen can also be satisfied as he too recorded a PB for the course – just reward for his Labour and he feels he will go faster in 2016 once Mourne Runners agree to his request for the lane to be tarmacked; a few natives of the Banner County have already tendered for the job! Just behind the two gargantuan athletes was Mads Larsen, all the way from Denmark – when asked how he got into mountain running, he shook his head and smiled ruefully before stating, ‘I do not know as there are very few hills where I live!’  
 
No chance of getting lost!
Further back again smart athletes, including the scribe and Cous Eug, were following Willie Marks up the mountain in the hope that local knowledge of his ‘back garden’ would prove beneficial. This, with the potential for a bit of gerrymandering, led the astute pundits and political commentators to conclude that their route to the summit could be more direct and cover better ground. To some extent this was true and Marks became a stooge for the mid-packers from the quarry to the gully. Regrettably Marks turned out to be a dark horse and showed his disciples a clean pair of studs as he sped up in the latter stages, rendering his opponents unfit to ride on his coattails. 
 
McMurray strengthens her grip as the exit poll gets it right!
In the Ladies’ race Shalene McMurray was 22nd overall and recorded her third win of the series in convincing style with over a minute and a half to spare over her nearest rival Shileen O’Kane who was a gallant 33rd and well ahead of many younger male athletes. Jackie Toal of BARF completed the podium places – well done to all and to the other category winners dotted throughout the field and emboldened on the results sheet.
 
 
 
The aggressive youth policy is paying off!
It is also only fair to mention the efforts of the youthful Scott McKeag, who showed many hardened veterans the way to the top.  As the youngest candidate of the race, he was almost barred from candidacy on the basis of, lack of experience & youthful good looks. Indeed these issues caused much debate between the returning officers, who spent minutes scouring manifestos, regulations and other superfluous bits of paper (many of which were alleged to be blank) before concluding that his race was on. He ran an outstanding race finishing 8th overall boasting a sizeable margin over many more campaign-hardened candidates. Not bad for a boy who still has his GCSEs to look forward to.  At the other end of the field were the ever youthful V60+ brigade who again showed many the way up and continue to be a great source of inspiration to the younger runners.  This group contains no fewer than 13 athletes, Stewart Cunningham, Peter McGuckin, Harry Teggarty, Brian Todd, Peter Turkington, Ed Smith, Trevor Mitten, Brian Hamilton, Fred Strickland, Francie Boal, John Adgey (more on him later!) and Bill Hopkins. All of these athletes typify the spirit of Hill and Dale. There was a call for Teggarty’s birth certificate after one pundit caustically remarked, ‘sure you were around before Binnian was formed!’  Harry has promised to bring proof age next week (more than likely his bus pass!) and many believe that he will be moved up a category.
 
Breaking news after the recount
The only candidate to withdraw before the results were declared (Edna Macklin), reported that he started the race very Conservatively however turned Green at the prospect of not being able to boast about a victory over the absent Clarke Browne, who himself was overheard at an East Down hustings event remarking that he would put an end to Macklin’s years of domination - maybe in 2020 Clarke!
Gerard (the helicopter) King surprised many by actually putting his name forward for this, his first campaign. This was no doubt brought about by the influence of late night stoic debates with his election agent Jap Trainor. However, after a re-count, it was discovered that his nomination form was incorrectly completed (wrong age category). Electoral Officer King (his cousin) decided that this error was unintentional and no elimination was deemed necessary - long live nepotism.
John Adgey, formerly of Belfast East and laterally of Mourne Upper was rebellious and raucous in his post-election speech at O’Hare’s as he protested vehemently that his efforts in the Vet 70 category were never fully recognised by race officials. However, in order to quickly diffuse the political time-bomb, he was offered a "2015 Hill & Dale" mug, which appeared to do the trick. It should be pointed out that EBay refuse to list this item on the basis that it was obtained by coercion and a full and joint disclaimer was issued by Ricky Cowan, Stuarty Cunningham, Harry Teggerty & Willie John Brown who completely distance themselves from any allegation of ageism within Mourne Runners.
There is mixed feeling in Newcastle AC about the performance of O’Hare. On the one hand many are already sick of the relentless reminders about ‘the night I put Hen to the sword’. On the other hand many are relieved as this is a welcome, albeit temporary, break from tall tales of the ‘Armagh 10’. Readers are reminded that the Armagh 10 was slightly longer than usual in 2004 and it was blowing a gale in the athlete’s faces throughout the race.
Finally, Dave Fulcher of Murlough AC killed two birds with one stone on Thursday evening.  After climbing Binnian he posed for the cover photo of his soon to be released debut album - Cockney drinking songs with a Kilcoo twist - available in all bad record shops on June 1st.
 
The show moves on
Next week there is no Thursday night race as the Slieve Donard race, the 5th in the series, takes place at 2pm on Saturday 16th May.  Registration will be at the Newcastle Centre from 12:30pm. The pollsters are predicting a 70% turnout and the question is will Bailey or Lynch be leader of the party at the end of the day – in the current climate anything is possible.
